National Library of Medicine Health Information Resources by Simpson, E. Hatheway
University of Massachusetts Medical School 
eScholarship@UMMS 
National Network of Libraries of Medicine New 
England Region (NNLM NER) Repository 
National Network of Libraries of Medicine New 
England Region 
2012-11-10 
National Library of Medicine Health Information Resources 
E. Hatheway Simpson 
University of Massachusetts Medical School 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Follow this and additional works at: https://escholarship.umassmed.edu/ner 
 Part of the Library and Information Science Commons, and the Public Health Commons 
Repository Citation 
Simpson EH. (2012). National Library of Medicine Health Information Resources. National Network of 
Libraries of Medicine New England Region (NNLM NER) Repository. https://doi.org/10.13028/g2wa-8543. 
Retrieved from https://escholarship.umassmed.edu/ner/28 
Creative Commons License 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 3.0 License. 
This material is brought to you by eScholarship@UMMS. It has been accepted for inclusion in National Network of 
Libraries of Medicine New England Region (NNLM NER) Repository by an authorized administrator of 
eScholarship@UMMS. For more information, please contact Lisa.Palmer@umassmed.edu. 
National Library of Medicine 
Health Information Resources  
 
 
 
Hathy Simpson, MPH 
Public Health Information Specialist 
Hathy.Simpson@umassmed.edu  
New England Region 
National Network of Libraries of Medicine 
University of Massachusetts Medical School 
 
Massachusetts Association of Health Boards 
Certificate Program 
November 3, 2012 
November 10, 2012 
 1 
National Network of Libraries of Medicine (NN/LM) 
Mission of NN/LM 
To advance the progress 
of medicine and improve 
the public health by:  
• Providing all U.S. 
professionals with equal 
access to biomedical 
information  
• Improving the public's 
access to information to 
enable them to make 
informed decisions 
about their health 
National Library  
of Medicine 
http://nlm.nih.gov 
 
Objectives 
 Learn about health information resources 
from the National Library of Medicine: 
1) Trusted health information for patients, 
families and providers on MedlinePlus.gov  
2) National Library of Medicine resources for 
environmental health and toxicology 
3) Relevant information for the public health 
workforce on PHPartners.org 
 Discussion & wrap-up 
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MedlinePlus is the National Institutes of Health's 
website for patients, families, and friends.  
 
http://MedlinePlus.gov  
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MedlinePlus.gov 
• Over 900 health topics  
• In English/Spanish 
• Drug and herbal 
supplement 
information 
• Videos  
• Health check tools 
• Easy-to-read pages 
• Magazine 
• Multiple languages 
• Medical dictionary & 
encyclopedia 
• Health news 
 
MedlinePlus 
http://MedlinePlus.gov   


MedlinePlus Videos & Cool Tools 



National Library of Medicine 
Environmental Health and Toxicology 
Information on toxicology, hazardous chemicals, 
environmental health, and toxic releases  
 
 Tox Town 
 Hazardous Substances Data Bank 
 TOXMAP 
 
14 
http://sis.nlm.nih.gov/enviro.html  
Tox Town 
http://toxtown.nlm.nih/gov  


TOXNET 
http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/  
Hazardous Substance Data Bank (HSDB) 
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TOXMAP 
http://toxmap.nlm.nih/gov  
TOXMAP Search Results 
Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) Facilities  
Worcester, Massachusetts 
TOXNET - Databases on toxicology, hazardous chemicals, 
environmental health, and toxic releases 
TOXNET 
http://toxnet.nlm.nih/gov  
Public Health Web Portal: 
PHPartners.org 
From the Partners in Information Access for 
the Public Health Workforce 
 
•  Collaboration of U.S. government agencies, 
public health organizations, and health science 
libraries 
• Mission: Helping the public health workforce find 
and use information effectively to improve and 
protect the public’s health 
Partners in Information Access for the Public Health Workforce 
• Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) 
• American Public Health Association (APHA) 
• Association of Schools of Public Health (ASPH) 
• Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 
• Medical Library Association (MLA) 
• National Agricultural Library (NAL)  
• National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) 
• National Association of Local Boards of Public Health  
• National Library of Medicine (NLM) 
• National Network of Libraries of Medicine (NN/LM) 
• Public Health Foundation (PHF) 
• Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE)  23 
PHPartners.org 
 
• One-stop portal for 
public health 
information resources 
• Resources are 
carefully selected by 
librarians and public 
health information 
specialists 
• Find information by 
public health topic 
• Keep up-to-date with 
what’s new in the field 
public health 
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PHPartners.org 
http://phpartners.org  
 Find information on 
specific public health 
topics 
 
 More topic pages in 
development 
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Examples of  Public Health 
Topic Pages: 
• Environmental Health 
• Obesity 
27 
 Resources to promote 
public health 
 Evidence-based public 
health resources 
 Health data & statistics 
 Funding opportunities 
 Continuing education 
 Upcoming meetings & 
archived conference 
materials 
 Jobs & careers 
PHPartners.org 
http://phpartners.org  
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PHPartners: Health Data Tools and Statistics 
http://phpartners.org/health_stats.html  
Health Data and Statistics Levels: 
 County and local data 
 State data and individual state data 
 National data (United States) 
 Global/international data 
PHPartners – Education and Training 
PHPartners: Education and Training 
http://phpartners.org/educ.html  
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Current Public 
Health News 
Keep Up with 
What’s New 
PHPartners.org 
http://phpartners.org  
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Sample Search on PHPartners.org 
32 
PHPartners.org 
http://phpartners.org  
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Healthy People 2020 Structured Evidence Queries 
http://phpartners.org/hp2020/index.html   
PubMed Search Results for the Healthy People 2020 Objective 
NWS-9: Reduce the proportion of adults who are obese 
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PubMed/MEDLINE 
http://pubmed.gov  
National Library of Medicine 
http://nlm.nih.gov  
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NN/LM New England Region 
Public Health Resources 
http://nnlm.gov/ner/training/phtraining.html  
Summary -  
NLM Health Information Resources  
Use Resource 
General Health Information  MedlinePlus.gov 
Environmental Health & Toxicology  
• Introduction to chemicals and 
environmental health risks 
 Tox Town 
 
• Data on human exposure, emergency 
handling, environmental fate, and 
regulation of chemicals 
 Hazardous Substances 
Data Bank (HSDB)  
• Maps of chemical releases and 
Superfund sites 
 TOXMAP 
Information for the PH Workforce  
• Portal of public health information  PHPartners.org 
• Specialized literature searches of 
PubMed/Medline 
 HP 2020 Structured 
Evidence Queries 
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Thank you! 
Hathy Simpson, MPH 
Public Health Information Specialist 
Hathy.Simpson@umassmed.edu  
National Network of Libraries of Medicine  
New England Region 
University of Massachusetts Medical School 
http://nnlm.gov/ner/publichealth/  
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